




 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands and the Commandery of Gozo welcome 

Grand Master H.E. Don Carlos Gereda de Borbon, Marquis de Almazan to the 

Maltese Islands during his first official visit since his election as the 49th Grand 

Master of the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. The 

49th Grand Master’s visit to the Islands recalls other visits of previous Grand 

Masters of the Order.  

 

A number of 16th century Grand Masters of the Order of Saint Lazarus of 

Jerusalem had probably spent time on the Maltese Islands having been first 

professed as knights of the Order of Saint John in Malta. These include: Jean de 

Lévis [professed Knight OSJ: 1532; elected GM OSL: 1557]; Michel de Seure de 

Lumigny [professed Knight OSJ: 1539; elected GM OSL: 1564/1586]; François 

Salviati [professed Knight OSJ: 1544; elected GM OSL: 1578]; Armand de 

Clermont de Chastes [professed Knight OSJ: 1566; elected GM OSL: 1593]; and 

Jean-Charles de Gayand de Monterolles [elected GM OSL: 1599]. Their sojourn on 



Malta however would probably have predated their appointment to the post of 

Grand Master of the Order of Saint Lazarus. 

 

In more recent times, on the 11-15th May 1973, the 47th Grand Master H.R.H. Don 

Francisco Enrique de Borbón y de Borbón, accompanied by his consort Dona 

Maria Jose, came to Malta to formally preside over the Chapter General of the 

Order and to inaugurate Torri ta’ Lanzun as the Grand Chancellery of the Order. 

This visit was commemorated by the issue of a commemorative medal. On the 14-

16th September 2001, the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands co-hosted, together 

with the Commandery of the Castello, a visit by the 48th Grand Master H.R.H. the 

Duke of Seville Don Francisco de Paula de Borbón y Escasany who had assumed 

the leadership of the latter jurisdiction. 

 

The 49th Grand Master Don Carlos Gereda de Borbon is following on his 

predecessor’s footsteps and is assuming the leadership of the Commandery of the 

Castello. The Grand Priory welcomes the zeal that the newly elected Grand Master 

has shown in attempting to rejuvenate and prepare the Order for the challenges of 

the 21st century. It promises its allegiance and its full support in these endeavours. 

 

10th September 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ODE Á LA GLOIRE DES CHEVALIERS DE 

L’ORDRE DE SAINT LAZARE DE 

JÉRUSALEM 

 

 – 

 

COMMENTARY 

by 

 

Chev. C. Savona-Ventura KLJ, CMLJ 

 

 

 

The Ode à la Gloire des chevaliers de l'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem written by 

Jacques de Coras was published in Paris by Sabastien Cramoisy who was the 

official publishing house of the Order of Notre Dame of Mount Carmel and St. 

Lazarus of Jerusalem. 1 The Ode was published “avec permission” and was thus 

officially sanctioned by the King of France Louis XIV [b.1638; d.1715; reign 1643-

1715]. When published in 1673, the Order of Saint Lazarus was riding on the crest 

of the wave of the King’s favour under the leadership of François Michel le Tellier 

                                                 
1 http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k109730v.r 



Marquis de Louvois. Popularly known as the Sun King, Louis XIV was a significant 

patron of the Order.  

 

 François Michel le Tellier, Marquis de Louvois [b.1641; 

d.1691] as a young man won the King Louis XIV's 

confidence, and in 1666 succeeded his father Michel le 

Tellier as the French Secretary of State for War; a post that 

enabled him to organise the French army on a new system 

of management. In 1683, le Tellier further assumed the 

post of Superintendant of Public Works becoming 

responsible for the direction of all the fortifications. He 

was also Master of the Horse responsible for the hackney 

horses in the interior of the kingdom. On the 4th February 1673, François Michel le 

Tellier was appointed Vicar General with Grand Magisterial privileges of the fused 

Orders of Notre Dame de Mont-Carmel and de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem. He also 

served as Chancellor to the Order of the Holy Ghost. He served at the head of the 

Order until his death in 1691.2 

 

Political machinations had seen the Order of Saint Lazarus 

of Jerusalem in France break away from the Holy See and 

seek protection from the French Royalty. 3 In 1608, the 

French King Henri IV [b.1553; d.1610; reign 589-1610] 

petitioned the reigning pontiff by Pope Paul V to create a 

new Order – the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 

This was created through the Bulls Romanus Pontificus dated 

16th February 1608 and Militantium ordinum dated 28th 

February 1608. The Bulls gave the French king the 

authority to nominate the grandmaster of this Order subject to papal confirmation. 

The king appointed Philibert de Nérestang to the post of Grand Master, an 

                                                 
2 C. Savona-Ventura. Historical titbits—Vicar General François Michel le Tellier, Marquis de 
Louvois. Ordo Sancti Lazari. Newsletter: Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands incorporating the Commandery of 
Gozo. 2009, 4(2):3; Memoirs of the Court of France from the year 1684 to the year 1720, now first translated 
from the diary of the Marquis de Dangeau. Colburn, London, 2 vols., 1825. 
3 C. Savona-Ventura. The Papal Bull Cum solerti meditatione pensamus of 1489. Journal of the 
Monastic Militant Orders. 2009, in press 



appointment that received papal approval. 4 On the 31st October 1608, Henri IV 

amalgamated the Order of St. Lazarus with the newly-created Order of Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel.5  

 

The fused Order continued to enjoy Royal favour. In 1664, King Louis XIV 

confirmed the privileges of the fused Order. On the 18th May 1669, King Louis 

XIV issued new letters patent which confirmed the existing privileges. A further 

Royal edict dated December 1672 enlarged the size of the combined Order and 

added to its holdings those of the recently suppressed religious and military 

Orders, including those belonging to the Order of the Holy Spirit of Montpellier, 

the Order of the Holy Sepulchre in France, the Order of St Catherine of Somport, 

and the French commanderies belonging to the Teutonic Order, the Order of St 

Louis of Doucheraumont and the Order of St James of the Sword. The 1672 edict 

also entrusted « l’administration générale perpétuelle et irrévocable de toutes les 

maladreries, léproseries, hôpitaux, hôtels-Dieu et autre lieux pieux oú l’hospitalité 

n’éliait pas pratiquée ». It is therefore not surprising that the poem is laudatory to 

the protection afforded throughout the decades by different French kings.  

 

The poem is written as a prophetic vision delivered by an angel to Saint Lazarus 

describing the valiant history of knights dedicated to his name. It reviews the 

history of the defence of the Holy Land during the Crusades, their courage in 

battle to defend their faith and the French king St. Louis IX, their piety towards 

the very sick and the lepers, and subsequently their defeat at the hands of the 

Muslim hordes. It further reviews the subsequent Order’s revival under the 

glorious and powerful French Kings, and its consolidation and enhancement by 

the union of the new Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and the Order of Saint 

Lazarus of Jerusalem.  

 

                                                 
4 H.M. de Langle, J.L. Treourret de Ferstrat. Les Ordres de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem et de Notre-Dame de 
Mont Carmel aux XIIe et XIIIe siecles. Publications LTK, Paris, 1992, p.20-22 ; Mémoires, Règles et Statuts, 
Cérémonies et Privilèges des Ordres Militaires de  Notre Dame du Mont Carmel et de S. Lazare de Jérusalem. 
Antoine Cellier, Lyon, 1649 
5 Brevet d’Union des deux Ordres de Notre-Dame du Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem. Transcribed 
in : H.M. de Langle, J.L. Treourret de Ferstrat. ibid, p.83 



The Ode à la Gloire des chevaliers de l'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem was composed 

by Jacques de Coras. Born in Toulouse in 1625; he was the grandson of the French 

jurist Jean de Coras (b.1515; d.1572) who was part of the generation of jurists that 

established humanist jurisprudence in France. Jean de Coras’s principal 

contributions to legal scholarship were his attempts to uncover dogmatic contexts 

beyond the mere exegesis of Roman law, and his contributions to constitutional 

law that influenced Jean Bodin.  He was convicted to death for having served the 

Prince of Condé in 1568, and was murdered in prison following the St. 

Bartholomew's Day massacre of 1572.  

 

Jacques de Coras became a celebrated French poet and dramatist. In line with his 

family’s religious leanings – his grandfather having converted to Protestantism in 

1562 – Jacques was raised a Huguenot. He served as a cadet in the French military 

service, then studied theology and served as a Calvinist Pastor in the Province of 

Guyenne in south-western France; however around 1661, he converted to 

Catholicism after reading the book entitled Les principaux points de la foi de l' église 

catholique, défendus contre l'éecrit adressé au Roi par les quartre ministres de Charenton by 

Cardinal Richelieu [b.1585; d.1642] published in 1617. Jacques de Coras was also 

an associate of Henri de la Tour d'Auvergne, Vicomte de Turenne [b.1611; d. 

1675] to whom he dedicated his first published poem. His poetic works exhibit 

with good mix between poetic studies and religion, and often manages to impart 

two meaning – one allegorical and one literal.  

 

The literary works of Jacques de Coras date to the period 1661-1676. Early works 

included theological works including L'Impossibilité de l'union en la foy et en la doctrine, 

entre les deux églises, la réformée et la romaine, ou Réponse à la démonstration de I. L., docteur 

en théologie de la communion de Rome [Paris, 1661] followed by La Conversion de Jacques de 

Coras, dédiée à nosseigneurs du clergé de France [Paris, 1665]. He is however better known 

for a series of epic poems inspired by the Old Testament and the classical Virgil. 

The first poem entitled Jonas ou Ninive pénitente, poème sacré, published in 1663 [C. 

Angot: Paris, 1663] 6 was dedicated to Henri de la Tour d'Auvergne. Subsequent 

biblical poems included: David ou la Vertu couronnée, poème sacré [Paris, 1665] ; Josué, ou 

                                                 
6 http://www.poesies.net/jacquedecorasjonas.txt 



la Conquête de Canaan, poème sacré [Paris, 1665]; Samson, poème sacré [Paris, 1665]. The 

previous poems were subsequently published in Œuvres poétiques de J. D. Coras dédiées 

à Monseigneur le Chancelier, contenant les poèmes de Josué, Samson, David, Jonas [C. Angot: 

Paris, 1665]. The first two poems were criticised by Nicolas Boileau [b.1636; 

d.1711] who wrote: « Le Jonas inconnu sèche dans la poussière: Le David imprimé 

n'a point vu la lumière.»  7 In response, Jacques de Coras addressed the criticism by 

commenting that « Vous vous piquez de chanter comme un Cygne, & cependant 

vous croassez à faire peur comme un Corbeau.» 8 In 1668, he published a “satire of 

the satire” of Boileau in Le Satirique berné en prose et en vers par L. D. I. et D. D. 

(l'auteur de Jonas et de David) [Paris, 1668]. 9 Subsequent literary works included the 

Ode à la gloire des chevaliers de l'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem [Paris, 1673]; Le Coq 

triomphant de l'aigle et du lion, allégorie héroïque [Paris, 1675] 10; and the tragic play 

Iphigénie, en Aulide, tragédie [Paris, 1676] written in collaboration with Michel Le 

Clerc [b.1622; d.1691]. This latter work also led to a long series of polemics. A 

posthumous work by Jacques de Coras entitled Lettres inédites de Jacques de Coras, 

publiées avec une notice et des notes par Philippe Tamizey de Larroque was published in 1874 

with a commentary by the historian Jacques Philippe Tamizey de Larroque 

[b.1828 ; d.1898]. Jacques de Coras died on 24th December 1677. 

 

 

 

                                                 
7 Nicolas Boileau. Satire IX. Paris, 1668 
8 Réponse de l'auteur du Jonas et du David in Lettre du sieur D. ou B. à l'auteur du Jonas et du David en lui 
envoyant sa 9e satire. C. Angot: Paris, 1668-75 
9 http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k71898d.image.f3 
10 http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k109729x 



 

 

 

 
 

François Michel le Tellier 
Marquis de Louvois 
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