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PREFACE

The Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands and the Commandery of Gozo welcome
Grand Master H.E. Don Catlos Gereda de Borbon, Marquis de Almazan to the
Maltese Islands during his first official visit since his election as the 49" Grand
Master of the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem. The
49" Grand Master’s visit to the Islands recalls other visits of previous Grand

Masters of the Ordet.

A number of 16" century Grand Masters of the Order of Saint Lazarus of
Jerusalem had probably spent time on the Maltese Islands having been first
professed as knights of the Order of Saint John in Malta. These include: Jean de
Lévis [professed Knight OS]J: 1532; elected GM OSL: 1557]; Michel de Seure de
Lumigny [professed Knight OSJ: 1539; elected GM OSL: 1564/1586]; Francois
Salviati [professed Knight OSJ: 1544; elected GM OSL: 1578]; Armand de
Clermont de Chastes [professed Knight OSJ: 15606; elected GM OSL: 1593]; and
Jean-Charles de Gayand de Monterolles [elected GM OSL: 1599]. Their sojourn on



Malta however would probably have predated their appointment to the post of

Grand Master of the Order of Saint Lazarus.

In more recent times, on the 11-15" May 1973, the 47" Grand Master H.R.H. Don
Francisco Enrique de Borbén y de Borbén, accompanied by his consort Dona
Maria Jose, came to Malta to formally preside over the Chapter General of the
Order and to inaugurate Torri ta’ Lanzun as the Grand Chancellery of the Order.
This visit was commemorated by the issue of a commemorative medal. On the 14-
16" September 2001, the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands co-hosted, together
with the Commandery of the Castello, a visit by the 48" Grand Master H.R.H. the
Duke of Seville Don Francisco de Paula de Borbén y Escasany who had assumed

the leadership of the latter jurisdiction.

The 49" Grand Master Don Carlos Gereda de Borbon is following on his
predecessor’s footsteps and is assuming the leadership of the Commandery of the
Castello. The Grand Priory welcomes the zeal that the newly elected Grand Master
has shown in attempting to rejuvenate and prepare the Order for the challenges of

the 21" century. It promises its allegiance and its full support in these endeavours.

10" September 2009




ODE A LA GLOIRE DES CHEVALIERS DE

L’ORDRE DE SAINT LAZARE DE
JERUSALEM

COMMENTARY

by

Chev. C. Savona-Ventura KLJ, CML]

The Ode a la Gloire des chevaliers de ['Ordre de Saint-Lazare de ]érusalem written by
Jacques de Coras was published in Paris by Sabastien Cramoisy who was the
official publishing house of the Order of Notre Dame of Mount Carmel and St.
Lazarus of Jerusalem. ' The Ode was published “avec permission” and was thus
officially sanctioned by the King of France Louis XIV [b.1638; d.1715; reign 1643-
1715]. When published in 1673, the Order of Saint Lazarus was riding on the crest

of the wave of the King’s favour under the leadership of Francois Michel le Tellier

U http:] | gallica. buf fi] ark:/ 12148 ] bpt6£109730.r



Marquis de Louvois. Popularly known as the Suz King, Louis XIV was a significant

patron of the Order.

Francois Michel le Tellier, Marquis de Louvois [b.1641;
- d.1691] as a young man won the King Louis XIV's
confidence, and in 1666 succeeded his father Michel le
Tellier as the French Secretary of State for War; a post that
| enabled him to organise the French army on a new system
 of management. In 1683, le Tellier further assumed the

post of Superintendant of Public Works becoming

‘: responsible for the direction of all the fortifications. He
i s Tl was also Master of the Horse responsible for the hackney
horses in the interior of the kingdom. On the 4" February 1673, Frangois Michel le
Tellier was appointed Vicar General with Grand Magisterial privileges of the fused
Orders of Notre Dame de Mont-Carmel and de Saint-Lazare de Jerusalem. He also
served as Chancellor to the Order of the Holy Ghost. He served at the head of the
Order until his death in 1691.>

Political machinations had seen the Order of Saint Lazarus
of Jerusalem in France break away from the Holy See and
seck protection from the French Royalty. ° In 1608, the
French King Henri IV [b.1553; d.1610; reign 589-1610]
petitioned the reigning pontiff by Pope Paul V to create a
new Order — the Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
This was created through the Bulls Romanus Pontificns dated
16"™ February 1608 and Militantinm ordinum dated 28"
February 1608. The Bulls gave the French king the

authority to nominate the grandmaster of this Order subject to papal confirmation.

The king appointed Philibert de Nérestang to the post of Grand Master, an

2 C. Savona-Ventura. Historical titbits—Vicar General Francois Michel le Tellier, Marquis de
Louvois. Ordo Sancti Lazari. Newsletter: Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands incorporating the Commandery of
Gozo. 2009, 4(2):3; Memoirs of the Court of France from the year 1684 to the year 1720, now first translated
from the diary of the Marquis de Dangean. Colburn, London, 2 vols., 1825.

3 C. Savona-Ventura. The Papal Bull Cum solerti meditatione pensamus of 1489. Journal of the
Monastic Militant Orders. 2009, in press



appointment that received papal approval. * On the 31* October 1608, Henri IV
amalgamated the Order of St. Lazarus with the newly-created Order of Our Lady

of Mount Carmel.’

The fused Order continued to enjoy Royal favour. In 1664, King Louis XIV
confirmed the privileges of the fused Order. On the 18" May 1669, King Louis
XIV issued new letters patent which confirmed the existing privileges. A further
Royal edict dated December 1672 enlarged the size of the combined Order and
added to its holdings those of the recently suppressed religious and military
Orders, including those belonging to the Order of the Holy Spirit of Montpellier,
the Order of the Holy Sepulchre in France, the Order of St Catherine of Somport,
and the French commanderies belonging to the Teutonic Order, the Order of St
Louis of Doucheraumont and the Order of St James of the Sword. The 1672 edict
also entrusted «’administration générale perpétuelle et irrévocable de toutes les
maladreries, léproseries, hopitaux, hotels-Dieu et autre lieux pieux ou hospitalité
n’éliait pas pratiquée ». It is therefore not surprising that the poem is laudatory to

the protection afforded throughout the decades by different French kings.

The poem is written as a prophetic vision delivered by an angel to Saint Lazarus
describing the valiant history of knights dedicated to his name. It reviews the
history of the defence of the Holy Land during the Crusades, their courage in
battle to defend their faith and the French king St. Louis IX, their piety towards
the very sick and the lepers, and subsequently their defeat at the hands of the
Muslim hordes. It further reviews the subsequent Order’s revival under the
glorious and powerful French Kings, and its consolidation and enhancement by
the union of the new Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and the Order of Saint

Lazarus of Jerusalem.

4+ H.M. de Langle, J.L.. Treourret de Ferstrat. Les Ordres de Saint Lazare de Jérusalem et de Notre-Dame de
Mont Carmel anx XII' et XIII' siecles. Publications LTK, Paris, 1992, p.20-22 ; Mémoires, Régles et Statuts,
Cérémonies et Privileges des Ordres Militaires de Notre Dame du Mont Carmel et de S. Lazare de Jérusalem.
Antoine Cellier, Lyon, 1649

5 Brevet d’Union des deusc Ordres de Notre-Dame dn Mont-Carmel et de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem. Transctibed
in : H.M. de Langle, ].L. Treourret de Ferstrat. ibid, p.83



The Ode a la Gloire des chevaliers de I'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalenr was composed
by Jacques de Coras. Born in Toulouse in 1625; he was the grandson of the French
jurist Jean de Coras (b.1515; d.1572) who was part of the generation of jurists that
established humanist jurisprudence in France. Jean de Coras’s principal
contributions to legal scholarship were his attempts to uncover dogmatic contexts
beyond the mere exegesis of Roman law, and his contributions to constitutional
law that influenced Jean Bodin. He was convicted to death for having served the
Prince of Condé in 1568, and was murdered in prison following the St

Bartholomew's Day massacre of 1572.

Jacques de Coras became a celebrated French poet and dramatist. In line with his
family’s religious leanings — his grandfather having converted to Protestantism in
1562 — Jacques was raised a Huguenot. He served as a cadet in the French military
service, then studied theology and served as a Calvinist Pastor in the Province of
Guyenne in south-western France; however around 1661, he converted to
Catholicism after reading the book entitled Les principaux points de la foi de I' église
catholigue, défendus contre ['éecrit adressé au Roi par les guartre ministres de Charenton by
Cardinal Richelieu [b.1585; d.1642] published in 1617. Jacques de Coras was also
an associate of Henri de la Tour d'Auvergne, Vicomte de Turenne [b.1611; d.
1675] to whom he dedicated his first published poem. His poetic works exhibit
with good mix between poetic studies and religion, and often manages to impart

two meaning — one allegorical and one literal.

The literary works of Jacques de Coras date to the period 1661-1676. Early works
included theological works including I.'Impossibilité de 'nnion en la foy et en la doctrine,
entre les denx églises, la réformeée et la romaine, on Réponse a la démonstration de 1. L., doctenr
en théologie de la commmunion de Rome [Paris, 1661] followed by La Conversion de Jacques de
Coras, dédiée a nosseignenrs du clergé de France [Paris, 1665]. He is however better known
for a series of epic poems inspired by the Old Testament and the classical Virgil.
The first poem entitled Jonas ou Ninive pénitente, poéme sacré, published in 1663 [C.
Angot: Paris, 1663] ® was dedicated to Henri de la Tour d'Auvergne. Subsequent

biblical poems included: David ou la Vertu couronnée, poéme sacré [Paris, 1665] ; Josué, ou

6 http:/ | wwmw.poesies.net/ jacquedecorasjonas.txt



la Conguéte de Canaan, poéme sacré [Paris, 1605]; Samson, poéme sacré |Paris, 1665]. The
previous poems were subsequently published in (Euvres poétigues de J. D. Coras dédiées
a Monseignenr le Chancelier, contenant les poemes de Josué, Samson, David, Jonas [C. Angot:
Paris, 1665]. The first two poems were criticised by Nicolas Boileau [b.16306;
d.1711] who wrote: « Le Jonas inconnu seche dans la poussicre: Le David imprimé
n'a point vu la lumiére» ' In response, Jacques de Coras addressed the criticism by
commenting that « Vous vous piquez de chanter comme un Cygne, & cependant
vous croassez a faire peur comme un Corbeau.» *In 1668, he published a “satire of
the satire” of Boileau in Ie Satirigue berné en prose et en vers par 1. D. I et D. D.
(I'autenr de Jonas et de David) [Paris, 1668]. ° Subsequent literary works included the
Ode a la gloire des chevaliers de I'Ordre de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem |Paris, 1673]; Le Cog
triomphant de l'aigle et du lion, allégorie héroigue [Paris, 1675] '’; and the tragic play
Iphigénie, en Aulide, tragédie |Paris, 16706] written in collaboration with Michel Le
Clerc [b.1622; d.1691]. This latter work also led to a long series of polemics. A
posthumous work by Jacques de Coras entitled Lettres inédites de Jacques de Coras,
publices avec une notice et des notes par Philippe Tamizey de Larrogue was published in 1874
with a commentary by the historian Jacques Philippe Tamizey de Larroque

[b.1828 ; d.1898]. Jacques de Coras died on 24" December 1677.

7 Nicolas Boileau. Sasire IX. Paris, 1668

8 Réponse de l'autenr du Jonas et du David in Lettre du sienr D. ou B. a l'anteur du Jonas et du David en lui
envoyant sa 9e satire. C. Angot: Paris, 1668-75

0 http:/ [ gallica.bnf.fr/ ark:/ 12148/ bpt6k71898d.image.f3

10 http:/ [ gallica.bnf.fr/ ark:/ 12148/ bpt6&109729x



Frangois Michel le Tellier
Marquis de Louvois
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A PARIS,
Chez SesAsTIEN CramMmorsy , feul Imprimeur de I'QOrdre
de Noftre-Dame du Mont-Carmel , & dc Saint Lazare
d¢ Jerufalem , rug Saine Jacques, i la Renommiée,

M. DC. LXXIIL
AV EC PERMISSION.
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Oval
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7 A N s le foin dvne Ifle feconde,

3 O la fabulenfe Venus

5] R Eoh Par mille[‘/?cret; inconnss s
RegrogtfdB Charma le canr de tour le mond.: -

Un faint ¢g fidele Guerrier
Qi joignit la Croix an Lanrier,
Formoir wn illustre [pectacle;

Odi fon Jele ardent ¢ pienx
Con ondzo'it par un feulp Oracle
Les Oracles de mille Dienx.,
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L Az ARE dont la deftinée
Fu, de triompber du cercueil,
De wvaincre ['écumant orgueil,
Dont s'enfle la mer matinée :

Aprés avoir do;hpté I’eﬁ)rt
Des Orages ¢ de la. Morr ;.
Fondoit ' Empire de fon Maiftre;

Ex par le progrzfs ﬂorij]?mt
Dels Foy qu'il avoit fair naiffre,
Le rendoir vn Roy tout-puijﬁznt.-

Fook

Déija depais plus de fix luftres;,
An Scignenr dre/{?mt des antels , -
D’wn ta5 de prophanes Mortels ,
11 a fait des Chreftiens illuftres.

Enfin redonblant fa vignenr
Dans wn ige plcin de langneur ,
Sa Foy fait fon. dernier office ;

E: fir wn theatre éclatant’
Luy prefente an bonr de la Lice
Le prix gloricux qui Lattend,
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"ame du Saint qui s’ abandonne
A fés magnanimes tranfports
S'élewve an deffus de fon corps

Vers. wne immortelle couronne :

Quand vn celefle Ambaffadeny,
Convert de glo'irc ¢o de [plendenr,
Vient interrompre Ja priere;

Et dans wn cercle rayonnans
Luy montre vn Ange de lumiere,
Qui laffermir en 'éonnant,

Fooky

1l eft temps,, dit P Ange & Lagare,
D’aller contempler ton Sanwvenr,
D'aller de fa bante farvenr
Moiffonner le fruit le plus rare,

C'eft peu que d arvoir du tombean
Et du perfide féin de Lean
Rappellé ta verty fincere;

Al ve garde wn bien plus parfair,
Et ce que [a bonté wa faire,

Surpaffe tout ce quelle o fait,
. A

iij
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Du brillant throne Jcﬁ‘gloire -
Ton Nom , dans le Monde établi,
De lingrar tombeaw de Lonbli
Doit wn jour venger ta memoire,

Des dewoirs de la piesé )
Des droits de I'hofpiralité

Ta Regle féra le modele ;

Et Dicu te promet des [oldats

d.& SainltaBaﬁlc Dont on verra lé Cdmp ﬁdc‘[e
onna Ie- ) Ap facee
micre Re, ll)c::ie Combatr; o wmm ﬁ;y 1es P‘“' :
I'Qrdre de S.

Lazarc dans oW
I'Orica, - ,

* CétOrdre fer- L"'quumt ¢ dofte *BasiLE
vitfous Gode- Les animera para voix, = ’

froy de Bouil- 4 ' i Yol x
oo duns acon. ¥ GODEEFR 0 Y verrs powr la Croix

quefte de la  Leur Zfle 3 ﬁé‘ dgféim'-wilc.
Terre Sainte. . o
venn o XL Auseur dy bean fang des BOURBQ N's
af:l‘:‘g't;‘;g‘s Voudra de lenrs faints efeadrons = |
ch ccogzpa;l{nic E_ntom':r ﬁt ﬁir_;tc Per]éknc :

des Chevalicrs Ce

de Saint Laza- Lorfgue de fon osl menagant

e pour gar- 1y 1 Mempbis ¢5 dans Babylonne -

de dans les

FQl??ba‘S- Il ﬁrﬂPﬁlir lc Cﬂnﬂhm', N
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La France fous d'autres Monarques
Connoitra leurs generenx foins,
Et de leur force en fés befoins
Sentira les illuftres marques.

Ouy, les Charles g5 les Henris
Feront de leurs bras aguerris
Les boulevards de lewr Empire;

Er dans les efforts de lenrs mains
Verront le courage qw'inspire -
La woix des ® Pontifes Romains.

Fook

Entre cent Guerriers ‘heroiques
Le Grand Henri*, par cette voix
eAfenrant leur gloire ¢ leurs droirs
Fera des projets magnifiques,

Ce Prince d'vn naud folennel -
Uniflant SOLYME a# CARMEL,
Rendra lenr nom plus venerable;

Er Rome approsvant féé- dcjfgim ,

Joindra d'vn ordre infeparable . ‘

LAZARE 41a REINE des Saints,
A i

* Vingt Papes
cofccutivement

.ont donné des

Bullesen faveur
des Chevalicrs
deI'Ordrede §.
Lazare.

* [’ynion d=
I'Ordre de No-
ftre-Dame dc
Mont-Carmel
i 1'OrdredeS.
Lazare de Jeru-
falem fut Gite
Yan1608.{ous
Henri I V.en
vertu des Bulles
des Papes Pie
V.&PaulV. &
renouvcllée par
I'Edit de 1664.
confirmé par le
Cardinal de
Vendofme Lec-
gat i latere du
Pape Clement
1X.
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M ais par des riguenrs trop- faralcs
L'Ingratitude ¢ le Malbenr
Feront a lenr [ainte wvalenr
Souffrir de fachenx intervales.

Tes Soldats privez de fecours
Verront m;ﬂer a leurs beanx: jours
L'borreur de Pombre la plus noire;

Et tant de Protecteurs naiffans,
Pour les réablir dans lewr gloire

I anront que des ﬁin:' i_nipuiﬁ?ms,
ot

Lours en Zui le Ciel affemble
La fage ¢5 prudente équité, -

La waillance, ¢z la charité .

De tous [es Ayens mis enfemble ;.

L outs ce famewx Conquerant,
Qui ne fera rien que de grand,
Achewera cetse entrepriff, .

Par [¢s magnifignes. bienfairs -
Ton jC'erre gﬁm?ddm VEglif
Plys fors, plue pompens que jamaisy
Ly
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Luy foul dans la Race furnre

Plus grand que tous les Rois Chreftiens,

Pourra rompre les durs lz_'emj
- De ta troifiéme fepulture.

Luy feal ranimant les vvertws
De tes Chevaliers abatus ,
Leur rendra la vie ¢+ le lufires

Er joighant leur CRoO1% 4 fés L1s
Pourra refaire un CORPs z'lluﬁre
De tes Membres enfevelis.

oK
 eAinfi lorfgue par am nuagé‘,>‘
Dont Lair eft triffement woilé, -
Les fenx du Lambrjs éroilé
De leur gloire ons perdn Iifage:
Le Soleil d'vn trais ridiense
Pergant le woile injuriens,
Qui cachoit la clarté des Aftyes,

Les rend plus beanx & IUnivers,
Q4'ils n'efloient avant les defaftres
De Lombre qui les 4 converis,”

B

'S. Lazare mou-
tat, & furenfe-

veli deux foisy
& le Corps de
FOrdre de fcs
Chevaliers
eftoit comme
caché dans la
fepulture avant
le rérabliffe-
ment que le
Roy ena fait.
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e woi gque fous, fos-main piffante
Tes brawves ¢ pieyx: Guerriers
Cultirveront de [és layriers =

La pompe la plus floriffanse :

Les Chcvalicré Que la déﬁ’”/é‘ de Ja F 9,
csic {Ordge ;le' j’ainte au falur dun fi grand Roy.,
vent combaues £ 614 leur noble inquiciuilex

lds ennemis d -y .
laFoy, & vell. Et que lewr wigilant feconrs

ldCt ﬁl'{a gorde  Confacrera leur gratitude
c$ 80ls tres- 4 , :
Chreftiens, < 1 feurcté de fés jours, _

Leurs mains pour venger ly querelle
Du Redempteur de Univers,
Des prophanes ¢z des pervers
Puniront [engeance infidelle, - -

Hs doivent a~ (M ats .ceux dont l‘tz tﬂ:ﬂc vertn

voit foin dos Languit _/5!{4' B Ccorps abaty
entilshomes gwe J? yifova
Bl der” De maladic, ¢o* de mifere ,

Jairfez ou blef- :
fez dans lesavs Les verront 5 pour fEicher leurs plewrs,
mées, & des  §p ﬁ“'re wn devoir .n,eceﬂ};ire

;;acl'adc_s dc_ le- Ds ﬁi” d adoncir lossws malbeurs.
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‘T vendras lewrs caurs charitables
Pour les Chefs, ¢g* pour les foldats
Qne la Guerre arrache anx combats
Pay des bleffures. honorables :

Ouand powr ces infirmes V aillans
On fera des Palais brillans ..
De la plus riche architeSture,

Ta %Ioire dans ces baflimens,
Oz [ Art éonne la Nature,
Anra d'esernels Monumens.

Fook

Sous les favorables anfpices
Dy grand Monarque des Frangois,
Lillufire ¢+ generenx Louvois
Te vendra les deflins propices.

Il fera, pour combler les vanx
De tes Champions walenrenx,

Agir fon Zele ¢ [ pradence:

Et ftanra malgré leurs rivaux, -
D’vne g[orieujé abondance
Conronner lenrs nobles travanx,

B ij

L’Hoftcl des
Invalides au
Faux-bowg S.
Germain de

Paris.
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Que [ fidelisé conftante
Pour le fervice de fon Roy
Eclatera dans cét employ
Par une adreffe vigilante !

" Que de fideles affligez
Par fon bean zele foulagez
Beriront [ dogce entremife!

Et ‘que fous ce grand Potentat,
Les foins quil prendra pour I Eglifé
Seront wiiles 4 U'Etat! |

ook

Sus , grand Saint , que L' beureusx prefage

Qui promet Louvots fous Louts
Infpire a tes. fens réjouts
Plus de force ¢5 plus de courage.
A ces mots, du fond de ﬁn [fein,
LAZARE far wn front ferain
Montre wne plus vive allegreffe;
Et I dnge avec plus de plaifir

Attend Jon efprit qu: [¢ preffe
De pouffer le demiqer ﬁﬁpir.lr '
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Que ta woix, dit-il, me confole,
Par wn avenir fi charmant:
j‘e voy qien ce mefme moment
"Le Ciel Sonvre, ¢5* mon ame y wole,

Il finit, ¢o I dnge qui prend
Son ame anffi-toft qu’il la rend.,
Porte 4 Diew cette [ainte proye :

Et leur abord viftorienx
D’un_farcroift de gloire ¢o de joye
Fait luire ¢5 retentir les Cienx.

CORAS
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